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of Compostella presided, declared the Order innocent. In
almost all the provinces of Italy, however, the Order was
found guilty. Charles of Anjou, King of Naples, and cousin
of Philip the Fair, had long been an enemy of the Temple.
He arrested the Templars in Naples and his other territories
and consigned a number of the members to the flames. The
persecution was especially severe in Provence and Piedmont.
In the papal states the Order was naturally venomously per-
secuted. In Cyprus, the king fyad to be pressed by the papacy
to permit the use of torture. Although tortured, the
seventy-five brethren who testified in Cyprus maintained the
innocence of the Order and thirty-five outside witnesses had
no evidence to offer against it. The trial resulted in the
complete acquittal of the Temple.
The trial of the Templars in Germany was entrusted by
the Pope to the Archbishops of Mentz, Treves and Magde-
burg. The number of Templars in Germany was compara-
tively small and most of the brethren escaped capture. When
an ecclesiastical assembly met at Mentz, under the Arch-
bishop, Peter Ashpelter, to investigate the charges, Hugh
de Waltgraff, a Preceptor of the Order, invaded the council
chamber with twenty Knights Templars in full armour.
" We are told ", said Hugh to the president, " that you and
the other members of this tribunal mean to use torture to
extract confessions against the Temple and propose to abolish
the Order of the Knights. We have given our blood for
the defence of the Christian religion, and your proceedings
are so manifestly unjust that we enter the strongest protest
against them* Pope Clement, by whose instructions you act,
is an evil and wicked tyrant. We declare him to be unlaw-
fully elected and we appeal to his successor. We shall
triumphantly prove our innocence and the -innocence of the
whole Order, which has been so shamefully persecuted,
before a future Pope ". Hugh offered a defence of Jacques
de Molay, saying that he knew the.GrUnd Maister to be a